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The pronunciation of English.       [A.D. I1;
should speak as broad as a certain prosperous m ember Parliament from that countiy'; though it has been well served, that' it has been of no small use to him; as it rou the attention of the House by its uncommonness ;  and equal to tropes and figures in a good English speaker.' would give as an instance of what I mean to recommend my countrymen, the pronunciation of the late Sir  Gilb Elliot2; and may I presume to add that of the present Ear Marchmont3, who told me, with great good humour, that master of a shop in London, where he was not known, said him,' I suppose, Sir, you are an American.'    ' Why so, S (said his Lordship.)    ' Because, Sir, (replied the shopkeep you speak neither English nor'Scotch, but something dif ent from both, which I conclude is the language of -A-meri •BoSWELL. 'It may be of use, Sir, to have a Diction to ascertain the pronunciation.'    JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, Dictionary shows you the accents of words, if you.  can remember them.'    BOSWELL. ' But, Sir, we want   marks ascertain the pronunciation of the vowels.    Sheridan, I lieve, has finished such a work.'    JOHNSON. 'Why, Sir, c sider how much easier it is to learn a language by the i than by any marks.  Sheridan's Dictionary may do very w but you cannot always carry it about with you:  and, wl
1 Henry Dundas, afterwards Viscount Melville. See jfoost, ur Nov. 29, 1777. Boswell wrote to Temple on May 22, 1775 :—' Hi Dundas is going to be made King's Advocate—Lord Advocat* thirty-three! I cannot help being angry and somewhat fretfu this; he has, to be sure, strong parts, but he is a coarse, unlette unfanciful dog.' Letters of Boswell, p. 195. Horace Walpole descr him as'the rankest of all Scotchmen, and odious for that bio speech that had fixed on him the nick-name of Starvation.* JOM of the Reign of George III, ii. 479. On p. 637 he adds:—' The hap coined word "starvation " delivered a whole continent from the No ern harpies that meant to devour it.' The speech in which Dur introduced starvation was made in 1775. Walpole's Letters, viii See Parl.Hist.-XM\\\. 387. His character is drawn with great force Cockburn. Life of Jeffrey, i. 77.
3 The correspondent of Hume.    See J. H. Burton's Hume, i. 320
3 See jfotf/, May 12,1778.ad lost the broad Scotch at Oxford, he had only gitim-d thr fuur..* English."'   Cockburn, in forgetfulmrss of Mullet's ruse, HHVH tJuit' tt»r acquisition of a pure English accent by a full-grown Seoirhuuut r, fortunately impossible.'ee post, May 9, 1773, and May 13,1778.
